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Jennifer Marx, Vocational Coordinator 
 

Your Dreams Don’t Just Belong to You 
 

It’s hard to believe that December 14th, 2016 will mark my first year of being part of the  
Racine Friendship Clubhouse family. My extraordinary first year as the Vocational Coordinator 

has taught me that following your dreams is not just something you do for yourself, it ’s something you do for 
others. Tina C’s journey is living proof of this. By following her dreams, Tina not only had a positive impact on 
the  vocational office, but on many others as well.  

A few years ago, Tina’s doctor was  concerned about her feelings of depression, anxiety, fear and loneliness.  
The doctor  referred her to Racine Friendship Clubhouse  as a way of connecting with others in a supportive  
environment.  Through strong peer support, Tina found a pathway to recovery.  For Tina, “the sun got to  
shining again.”  She had emerged from the darkness of isolation to find herself volunteering at the reception 
desk.  Through that experience, Tina gained the confidence she needed to take the next step.  For her, that 
step was employment in the community.  With the support of vocational services at the Clubhouse, Tina   
secured a position as a dietary aid and within six months was promoted to a team trainer position.  In the 
process of  assisting Tina, the Vocational Office  forged a partnership with this employer, who in turn reached 
out to  provide employment opportunities for other members. Today, Tina leads  a well-attended coping skills 
group at the  Clubhouse, inspiring others to not give up on themselves or their dreams. Once you start giving 
life to your dreams, your dreams give life to others, and truly makes the world a better place for all. 

 

One of our longtime members at the  Racine Friendship Clubhouse is Baron J.  Actually, he 
has been an active member for over 17 years and has served on the Clubhouse board two 
times. 

 

Baron, age 54, was born and grew up in Chicago.  He often speaks of his time there. He re-
ports being deeply affected by the deaths of his father and his sister, Kim.  His mother still 
lives in Chicago, and though he is still close to her, Baron has lived with other family      
members here in Racine for quite a long time.  

 

 Baron said he enjoys walking and spending some time alone. But he also enjoys social   
activities such as dancing, bowling, and going to the movies. Some of these activities are 

with Clubhouse members when we have scheduled social outings. 

Before coming to the clubhouse, Baron said he worked as a janitor at Searle. Now at the clubhouse, he  continues 
to use his skills in the building maintenance unit. Baron works bussing the tables after lunch,  vacuuming the 
carpets, and working in the garden.  

 

One of the things he said he appreciates about the clubhouse is the  privacy and confidential nature of the per-
sonal information here. We don’t focus on a person’s diagnoses, but emphasize a person’s abilities and 
strengths.  We appreciate Baron and his participation at the clubhouse . 

mailto:jmarx@racineclubhouse.org


Page 2  Fal l  2016 

RFC Quarterly Update 
Lynelle Saunders, Executive Director 

  

Every day, I look forward to coming to work.   
I enjoy meeting new members, learning 
about their lives and current life situations, 
their aspirations and strengths and            
discovering how the Clubhouse can be part of 
their recovery.  During this process, I am  
forever reminded how resilient our members 
are.   

Our membership continues to grow each 
month, offering current members the       
opportunity to mentor new members.           
In fact, over the last four years, our active 
membership has grown by 30%.  It was also around that time that we 
expanded to afternoon activities every week day, which expanded the 
amount of time members spend at the Clubhouse.  When people are 
here, they are actively engaged in their recovery, building friendships, 
coping skills, communication techniques, job skills, and just plain    
having fun.  So far this year, members have spent over 18,000 hours at 
the Clubhouse.  That is a 22% increase over this time last year. I am so 
proud to say that Racine has one of only five Clubhouses in Wisconsin 
and we’ve been around for over 20 years.  If you haven’t been in to 
visit or take a tour, please consider it.  You can call our Program      
Director, Chris Rosin or I at 262-636-9393 to schedule a tour. 

 

Christopher Rosin, Program Director 
We are fortunate to be part of a  clubhouse community, and it takes 
teamwork to make the program happen every day. We thank our 
members, staff,  volunteers, guest speakers, and donors, board of  
directors, committees, and   partners!  

We had a successful “Wine, Food & All That Jazz” fundraiser at       
Fountain Hall! Many of our members participated at the event,       
including painting wine glasses which were auctioned at the event.       
A very special art piece was created for the event.  Member Carrie W 
created the sailboat design and choose the color palette, then 11   

 

 

members decorated a piece.  The pieces 
were placed in order and framed to  
create the piece pictured here.  Carol 
Jacoby was the high bidder on the piece 
and asked that we hang the painting on 
the wall at the Clubhouse so the       
members can enjoy their art work.  
Thank you Carol! 

Members recently went on an overnight 
trip to Wisconsin Dells for a Wisconsin 
Coalition conference with all clubhouses 
in the state, including Milwaukee,    

Madison, Manitowoc, and Wausau; we have visited all of the other 
clubhouses in Wisconsin during quarterly meetings, and even hosted a 
meeting here in Racine! The coalition is a way to exchange ideas to 
improve our clubhouses and it’s fun to see that although each         
clubhouse is a little different, we all are based on the same 36         
Clubhouse International Standards and are based on a “work-ordered-
day,” which parallels business hours, during which members are    
building work/life skills in the work areas (or ‘units,’ such as culinary, 
office, reception and building), as well as their confidence to move 
forward in their recovery. The Clubhouse model dates back to 1948 
with Fountain House in New York. There are now hundreds of         
Clubhouses throughout the world. Check out www.iccd.org for more 
information on Clubhouse International. 

During the conference, colleagues slept in bunkbeds, we had a nature 
walk, and a bonfire with s’mores! Topics discussed included:  “we are 
not alone”, through the Clubhouse, we build friendship with our peers; 
we shared how the different clubhouses promote wellness; the       
importance of consensus among colleagues; and how ethics and 
boundaries in our clubhouses protect each other. Clubhouse is about 
empower people. The next meeting will be in Madison on January 
18th.  

 

  Culinary Unit 
Our program assistant, Ken, who has been at the Clubhouse for the past two years, did such as amazing job covering 
the kitchen earlier this year that he is now our Culinary Unit Leader!  

Whether someone has a goal to live independently in the community, or to build a reference and volunteer            
experience for a resume, they can participate in the Culinary Unit.  Members plan the menu each month and can 
choose a special lunch for their birthday. Our culinary unit prepares a daily meal for 25 – 30 people.  Members enjoy 
sharing their cooking skills, whether Marsha L. is baking us a special cake, or Mary B. cooks her secret Italian spaghetti 
sauce for us! Members in this area keep the kitchen clean using a color-coded system for breaking the kitchen down to 
zones to be deep cleaned on different days of the week. Members wash dishes, wipe counters and tables, make 
drinks, assist with food deliveries and inventory, etc.  

Members that serve in our culinary unit are: Baron J., Mary L., Dee Dee M., Valerie W., Steve M., Greg B., Taurean P.,  
                Susan S., Marsha L., Ann E. 

Work Unit Report 
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Wine Tasting Fundraiser 

We Did It, You Helped! 
Thank you to everyone who was able to join us at the event and those who helped in other 
ways! With your help we surpassed our goal by raising over $15,000!  
Below, we announce our 2016 award winners and share a few photos with you. On page 4, 
we recognize those of you who contributed to the success of this event. Thanks so much! 

2016 Community Partner Award   

Western Catholic Union, Racine Branch 400 
supports the entire Racine community.   
  

Racine Friendship Clubhouse has been the recipient of WCU matching funds for the Movin’ 4 Mental 
Health 4k Walk and Raffle and the Wine, Food & All That Jazz fundraising events since 2012.  We are 
equally grateful to Harold Jacoby and Gary Swiden for their support of our events, program and  
members.  We are fortunate to be able to call them friends. 

Harold Jacoby, Lynelle Saunders 

2016 Cherie Lyford   
Excellence in  Advocacy Award     

Tom Christensen  
Tom has been a strong advocate for improved treatment for individuals with mental   
illness and their families since 2000 when he joined the National Alliance on Mental     
Illness, Racine County (NAMI Racine) Board of Directors.   

Tom played an important role in establishing the Crisis Intervention Training (CIT) for law 
enforcement personnel in Racine County.  The purpose of the training is to help officers 
know when they are dealing with someone experiencing a mental health crisis, how to 
keep themselves and the individual safe and to calm the situation enough to get an     
individual into treatment rather than jail.  The first CIT group graduated the program in 
2009. To engage with people in mental health recovery, CIT officers have lunch with 
members at Racine Friendship Clubhouse.  Tom Christensen, Cherie Lyford, Pat Bohon 
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Thank you to Sponsors and Donors to Wine, Food & All That Jazz 2016

Fundraiser Thanks 

Platinum sponsor  Runzheimer Foundation 

Gold sponsor    Emerson Charitable Trust 

Gold sponsor    Cherie Lyford & Pat Bohon 

Silver sponsor    Western Catholic Union 

Silver Sponsor    Sisters of St Dominic 

Silver Sponsor    Shurpac, Inc  

Volunteers  

Board of Directors 

Kim  DeVecchis 

Sue & Terry Hess 

Linda  Jacob 

Julie  Nondorf 

Jennifer Olsen 

Chris Saunders 

Basket and Auction Donors 
Andis 

Jan Clum 

April Coughlin 

Kathy Godlewski 

Harbor Lite Yacht Club 

Nancy Harmann 

Shelly Hewitt 

InSinkErator 

Johnson Bank 

Cyndi Knapp-Finley 

Malicki’s Piggly Wiggly 

Racine Zoo 

Christine Rademacher 

Mary Rath 

Gretchen Rosenke 

Ericka Sherry 

Sherwood’s Fabulous Fudge 

Lisa Thielke 

Carrie Walker  

Marge Wabb 

Donations 

Air Logic 

Pat Bohon 

Lucinda Cloutier 

Jan Clum 

Richard Fortune 

Mary Goldbeck 

Geoff and Peg Greiveldiner 

Betsy and Leon Janssen 

LMP Therapy LLC 

Jack Plate 

Mary Rath 

Sherwood’s Fabulous Fudge 

Luann Simpson 

Southeastern Monitoring 

Success Plumbling 

Charles Turbush 

UCT Racine 

Wendy Vesely 

Hanie Yee 



  
 

Matt Meyer   

Tony Kinnard   

Mary Rath   

Amy Randolph 

Suzanne Chernik  in honor of Barb Morz 

Sandra Lutze  in memory of John Ramaker 

 Financial Donations are always welcome and deeply appreciated. 
  

Remember to include your name and address so we can properly thank you for your kindness and generosity   
as well as provide you with a receipt 

Donations through 10/31/2016 

Save the Date 
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In Kind Thanks 

Financial Donations 

Mark these dates in your 2017 Calendar for our next fundraising events. 
 

 Movin’ 4 Mental Health, June 3, 2017 

 Wine, Food & All That Jazz, October 20, 2017 

In  Kind from 7/1/2016  through 10/31/2016 

Shelly Hewitt 

Shelly Holewinski 

Cherie Lyford 

Jim Murphy 

Barbara Otis 

Christine Rademacher 

Geri Rannow 

Marge Webb 

Patrick Webb 

New Board Members 
We welcomed 4 new board members this quarter: 
  
April Coughlin,  
Administrative Assistant  Racine County Sheriff 
  
David Coughlin,  
Sergeant, Racine County  Sheriff 

  
 
Kim Baclawski, 
Corporate Treasury Analyst, Johnson Bank 
  
Quinn Kumfer,  
Business Development Associate, Leeward Business Advisors 
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United Way  

of Racine County  

Partner Provider 

This institution is 

an Equal  

Opportunity  

Provider. 

Racine County Agency Provider 

Our Mission 
“Racine Friendship Clubhouse, Inc. integrates people with       

mental illnesses into the economic and social community by      
increasing each participant’s self-reliance, self-esteem,  

and employability, thereby reducing relapse and hospitalization.” 

Facebook is where we post our news and pics 
You don’t even have to be a Facebook member to see our page.  

You can go to the following address to browse our page. 

https://www.facebook.com/RacineClubhouse 

Make sure you comment or “like” our posts so we   continue to show up on your newsfeed. 

Clubhouse Wish List 

 Upright Freezer 

 Post-it notes 

 Copy paper 

 Letter size envelopes 

 Speedway or BP gas card 

 Small Bingo prizes 

 Small paper plates 

 Paper napkins 

 Disposable gloves 

 Liquid hand soap 

 Toilet paper 

  Baking pans  9 x 13  size 

 Cookie sheets 9 x 13 size 

 

Your donated items are always appreciated and help with our daily operations. 


