THE B EACON
Summer 2016
Published Quarterly by Racine Friendship Clubhouse
Executive Director:
Lynelle Saunders
lsaunders@racineclubhouse.org
Program Director:
Chris Rossin
crosin@racineclubhouse.org
Program Assistant:
Ken Rannow
krannow@racineclubhouse.org
Vocational Coordinator:
Jennifer Marx
jmarx@racineclubhouse.org
Young Adult Facilitator:
Jordan Sweeti
jsweeti@racineclubhouse.org
Mentor
Samantha Olivares
solivares@racineclubhouse.org
Beacon Editor:
Linda Jacob— Volunteer

Board of Directors

Featured Volunteer
Laura Terry, Computer Tutor Volunteer
Laura Terry found a volunteer opportunity at the Clubhouse through a group called
volunteersolutiions.org. She was unemployed at the time and has always enjoyed
helping others. Computer tutoring was a good match with her skill set, and that’s what
she does at the clubhouse. She works one on one with members to help build their skills.
Helping others makes her happy and the Clubhouse is like a second family to her. She
also sees the good that it does for those it serves. Laura likes the Clubhouse's values and
what it stands for; “There are a lot of negative stereotypes about mental illness and the
Clubhouse is a place where people with mental health diagnosis can come and don't have to worry about being
judged.” There are also opportunities for learning new skills, socializing, and developing a support system.
Laura’s hobbies include playing video games, going to the movies, going out to eat, and working out at the gym.
She also enjoys hanging out with family and friends. Laura loves scary movies, especially with zombies. She is a
big fan of the Jurassic Park movies and loves the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles- especially Raphael. She loves
donuts like Homer Simpson. She used to compete in wheelchair sports. Her favorite sport was field, shot
put and discus. But now, she receives pleasure from serving others and knowing that she is making an impact.

Vocational Success Story
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Jennifer Marx, Vocational Coordinator
As Vocational Coordinator for Racine Friendship Clubhouse, my main focus is helping members
become job-ready, create relationships with Racine-area employers, assist members with
resumes, cover letters, applications, mock and real interviews and coach members on the job
as needed. Whew – that sounds like a lot. But the “job lady” has another hat to wear – helping
members pursue their educational goals.
Overall, we have 11 members who are currently pursuing education, or seriously considering
it. Of those 11 , 6 are currently studying for their GED, or have plans to attend information
sessions to get started. “GED fever” happened in just a few months between February and June. This is not a
coincidence. It’s what I call the “popcorn” effect, which I have seen many times when I worked in college
admissions: One family member or friend enrolls in school, does well, and then others notice and say to themselves, “Well, if they can do it, so can I!” And then “pop!” – they are in school too! This “popcorn” phenomena
also can be attributed to how all members inspire and support each other every day in moving their recovery
forward, lifting their spirits and self esteem, and helping them realizing that “Yes, I can make my dreams and
goals in life come true.”
Mark F., an RFC member and hard-working GED student has this to say about his experience pursuing his GED
after many years: “Going for my GED has been a great experience. I feel more than privileged to be able accept
such an opportunity! In the beginning, I was concerned that I couldn’t do it. Years ago, I day-dreamed my way
through high school because I wasn’t focused. But now I am learning by leaps and bounds. Everything my reading
tutors and my math tutor, Mary ,shows me, I comprehend. My tutors tell me to not give up. Recently, my car
broke down and was not able to be fixed, but I didn’t let that stop me. I now take the bus every week to my
tutoring sessions and sometimes get rides. The lunch and companionship at the clubhouse powers me up for
success for my GED as well. Thanks so much for the great team support at the Clubhouse!”
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RFC Quarterly Update
Lynelle Saunders, Executive Director
Christopher Rosin, Program Director
Thank you for your interest in Racine Friendship Clubhouse,
Inc. The Clubhouse model originated in New York City at
Fountain House in 1948 and is still going strong.
There over 300 Clubhouse model programs across the globe.
Clubhouses in the Wisconsin include Madison, Milwaukee,
Waukesha, Wausau, Manitowoc, and Racine. Wisconsin
Clubhouses meet quarterly and hold an annual conference in
the Wisconsin Dells each summer.
The Clubhouse community believes that men and women with
mental illness have the right to a life which includes: access to
meaningful, gainful employment; a decent place to live; a
community of support; the opportunities for education and
recreation offered by the community; and the chance to be
needed, wanted and expected somewhere every day.
Racine Friendship Clubhouse has experienced significant
growth over the last three years. Open 8:00am to 4:00pm
Monday through Friday, the Clubhouse welcomes about 75
active members monthly, with an average of twenty-three
members attending daily.
Members not only participate in the
work ordered day, but enjoy social
activities including; trips to the movie
theater, out for coffee, hiking at River
Bend and the Racine Zoo and monthly
bowling outings. RFC decorated a duck
for Focus on Community’s “Duckorating”
Contest at Racine Art Museum, which helped
create awareness about our program!

Many clubhouse members are on a
limited income, so Chris Rosin, our
Program Director works with our
partners in the Racine community for
reduced rates (shout out to Castle Lanes).
Additionally, members participate in
enrichment groups such as, Wellness
Planning,
Art
Therapy,
Women’s
Empowerment, Men’s Forum, Meditation,
and they benefit from host of guest
speakers on various topics.
We are proud of Chris Rosin who graduated from Leadership
Racine in May 2016. This is a program that connects
professionals in Racine to learn about serving our community,
honing leadership skills, and making our community a great
place to live.
Mt. Pleasant’s Church of the Nazarene painted for our dining
room! The members voted on lightening the teal accent wall to
a brighter shade, and we continued the yellow in our lobby on
the walls, balancing it with grey theme. Down to the paint on
the walls, our members are involved in all aspects of the
clubhouse. The clubhouse is a place where members can
discover their strengths, share their talents, learn to accept
themselves, and build confidence and work/life skills to move
forward.
Integral to the Clubhouse program is the Vocational
Department where several members have made tremendous
strides this year. Check out Jenny Marx’s remarks in the
Vocational section of the Beacon.

Work Unit Report
Building Unit
The Building Unit facilitates the maintenance tasks of the clubhouse to keep our
building clean and beautiful. The building unit builds life skills for members who
may be looking to move from a group home into their own place, as well as
volunteer experience for members who are interested in community employment.
Staff can provide references for members based on their volunteer work at the
Clubhouse.
The Building Unit meets weekly for gardening group that includes planting,
weeding, and harvesting fresh, organic produce to utilize with our menu, or send
healthy produce home with members. Some of these items include: tomatoes,
kale, onions, radishes, green peppers, lettuce, potatoes, herbs, and more! Special thanks to our volunteers: Mary A., Marge W.,
Karen H., Roger W. and all the colleagues who helped! Some members find the act of working in the soil soothing and therapeutic.
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Walk Fundraiser
We Did It, You Helped!
Big Thank You to everyone who came out to support Racine
Friendship Clubhouse by walking, taking part in the raffle/auction,
donating and/or cheering on the walkers! With your help, we
raised over $17,000!
RAFFLE DONORS/AUCTION DONORS

PLATINUM SPONSORS
E.C. Styberg Foundation
InSinkErator
SC Johnson
GOLD SPONSORS
Patrick Bohon
Racine Dominicans
Mary Rath
Shurpac, Inc.
Luann Simpson, MSW
Western Catholic Union
SILVER SPONSORS
Suzanne & Roger Chernik
Draeger- Langendorf Funeral Home, Inc.
Educators Credit Union
Grand Appliance and T.V.
Malicki's Piggly Wiggly
Maresh, Meredith & Acklam Funeral Home
Judy Mayer
Tri-City National Bank
Wheaton Franciscan Health Care-All Saints
BRONZE SPONSORS
Amston Supply, Inc.
Gordon J Maier & Company, LLC
Habush Habush & Rottier S.C.
Imaginations Hair Salon
Mike & Kathie Iselin
Psychiatric Services
Women of the Moose

Anytime Fitness
Applebee’s
Apple Holler
Arya's Liquor & Cigar
Bed Bath & Beyond
Castle Lanes
Culvers – Racine
Disney
Domino’s
Dover Flag
Elkhart Lake/Road America
Green Bay Packers
Nancy Harmann
Ed Hewitt
Shelly Holewinski
Hob Nob
InSinkErator
Kook’s Dairy Queen
Kotendick Hardware Inc.
Lake Geneva Cruise Line
The Lanes
Lighthouse Gallery and Gifts
Pet Land
Mario’s Italian Sports Bar
Miller’s Flowers Milwaukee Brewers
Milwaukee Admirals
Milwaukee Brewers
Milwaukee Bucks

THANK YOU TO OUR FOOD DONORS:
Advance America
Festival Foods
Linda Jacob
Olive Garden On The Go
Pick N’ Save S. Green Bay Rd
Piggly Wiggly - Erie
Racine Friendship Clubhouse Staff

Milwaukee Wave
O & H Danish Bakery
Over Our Head Players
Pizza Hut
Profiles Hair Design
Racine Friendship Clubhouse Board of
Directors
Racine Theatre Guild
Rasmussen Diamonds
Razor Sharp
Scrub A Dub Car Wash
Shedd Aquarium
Sheepish
Six Flags Great America
Victory Lane Car Wash

Summer
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Upcoming Events

Friday October 14, 2016, 6:00pm
At Fountain Banquet Hall, 8505 Durand Ave. Sturtevant, WI
Contact Lynelle or Chris at (262) 636-9393 or
Visit www.racineclubhouse.org to purchase ticket or more info.
Tickets are $30 in advance/ $35 at the door
Enjoy samples of a variety of wine and beer, taste delicious food, and hear live jazz music
while shopping our silent auction. Come with friends and have an entertaining evening!
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Financial Donations

Many thanks for your generous donations!
Alpha Delta Kappa Tau
Elizabeth Anne Altmann
Mary Barrett
Pat Bohon
Karen J. Boyd
Mike and Amanda De Rose
Carolyn Faren
FLB Fund
Lisa French
David Gautsch
Cynthia Georgeson
Kathy Godlewski
Jo Ann Hansen
Amy Helvick
Sue and Terry Hess
Brady Hutsick
Kiwanis Club of Greater Racine

Living Faith congregation
LMP Therapy LLC
Cherie Lyford
Gordon J. Maier & Co
Matt Meyer
J.R. Mitchell
Lenz Orthodontics
Christine Rademacher
Mary Rath
John Serketich
Luann Simpson
Simpson Family Fund
Charles Turbush
Maria Von Schrader
WI Alpha Delta Kappa
Women of the Moose

Memorial/Honorarium
Her Grandsons in honor of Maria Von
Schrader
Ruth Ann Grayson in honor of Mary Rath
Barbara Bennett in honor of Judy Mayer
Pat Bohon in honor of Allan Bohon
Sandra Lutze in memory of Barry Olson

Financial Donations are always welcome and
deeply appreciated.
Remember to include your name and address
so we can properly thank you for your
kindness and generosity as well as provide you
with a receipt

In Kind Thanks
Mary Adamonie—Time and talent
Jessie Ayala—Materials
Jan Clum—Envelopes
Julie Craig—Accounting services
David and Susan Douglas—Bingo items
David Gautsch—Paper products
Amanda Greidanus—Time and talent
JoAnn Hansen—Time and talent
Karen Hermansen—Time and talent, meals
Shelly Hewitt—Postage stamps and Piggly Wiggly gift card
Shelly Holewinski—Time and talent
Linda Jacob—Time and talent
Barbara Kaluka—Time and talent, art supplies
Sister Jeanne Kimmler—Hand soap and body wash

Racine Friendship Clubhouse received painting help from
Racine Community Church of the Nazarene volunteers.
Pictured are: Ken Rannow, Courtney Conner, Lynelle Saunders,
Jon and Brenda Nelson, Andy and Kathryn Larrabee,
Christopher Rosin, Riyah Nelson and Reagan Conner.
Not pictured is Sharon Schaller, Don Conner
Thanks for donating all the supplies and labor. It looks great!!

Cherie Lyford—Cleaning supplies

Alora Rodriguez—Girl Scout Cookies

Wendy McCalvy—Time and talent, and beads

Chris Saunders—Time and talent

Dee Dee Morris—Clothes

Luann Simpson—Time and talent

Steve Murak—Clothes

Ann Wachs—Women’s clothes

Samantha Olivares—Time and talent

Marge Webb—Kitchen supplies and meals

Brea Quadracci—Time and talent, book
Christine Rademacher—Personal care and cleaning products

Pick N Save on South Green Bay Road—Bakery

Mary Rath—Paper products

Malicki’s Piggly Wiggly on Washington—Corned beef

Racine
Friendship
Clubhouse
2000—17th Street
Racine, WI 53403
Phone: 262-636-9393
Fax: 262-636-9084
Email:
info@racineclubhouse.org
Web:
www.Racineclubhouse.org

Clubhouse Wish List

United Way
of Racine County
Partner Provider

Your donated items are always appreciated and help with our daily operations.

Racine County Agency Provider



Forever postage stamps



Paper napkins



Post-it notes



Disposable gloves



Copy paper



Liquid hand soap



Coffee and creamer



Toilet paper



Small disposable plates



Speedway or BP gas card



Small disposable bowls



Small Bingo prizes

Our Mission
“Racine Friendship Clubhouse, Inc. integrates people with
mental illnesses into the economic and social community by
increasing each participant’s self-reliance, self-esteem,
and employability, thereby reducing relapse and hospitalization.”
This institution is
an Equal
Opportunity
Provider.

Facebook is where we post our news and pics
You don’t even have to be a Facebook member to see our page.
You can go to the following address to browse our page.
https://www.facebook.com/RacineClubhouse
Make sure you comment or “like” our posts so we continue to show up on your newsfeed.

